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Jewish-Muslim Intellectual History Entangled unearths forgo� en texts that once belonged 
to the library of the Karaite community in Cairo. Consigned to oblivion for centuries, 
many of these manuscripts were sold in the second half of the nineteenth century to the 
Na� onal Library of Russia in St Petersburg, where they remained inaccessible to most 
scholars un� l the end of the Cold War.

The texts from the Karaite library cover a remarkable spectrum of medieval literary genres 
and scholarly disciplines, spanning works by Jewish, Muslim and Chris� an authors, in both 
Hebrew and Arabic. As such, they provide unique access to an otherwise lost body of 
literature from the medieval Islamicate world.

This � mely volume presents, for the fi rst � me, edited fragments of six texts by adherents 
of the Muʿtazila, a school of ra� onal theology that emerged in the eighth century CE, 
including Karaite copies and recensions of works by Muslim authors, notably ʿAbd al-
Jabbār al-Hamadhānī and ʿAbd Allāh b. Saʿīd al-Labbād, as well as original Jewish Muʿtazilī 
trea� ses. The collec� on is concluded by an anonymous Rabbanite refuta� on of the highly 
infl uen� al polemical tract against Judaism, en� tled Ifḥām al-yāhūd. 

This collec� on off ers unprecedented insights into the intellectual crossroads between 
Muslims and Jews of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East. It will be an 
invaluable resource to students and scholars engaged with this period of history.

As with all Open Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read for free on the 
publisher’s website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital 
material, can also be found here: www.openbookpublishers.com
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