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On the Blurred Boundaries of Freedom

Liberated Africans in Cuba, 1817-1870*

Inés Roldin de Montaud

'The Origins of Liberated Africans in Cuba

n 1807, Britain outlawed the slave trade and set abour abolishing it worldwide.

On September 23, 1817, the British government persuaded Spain to sign a treaty
forbidding its subjects from slaving on the African coast, north of the equator, from
1820 onward. This treaty authorized the contracting parties’ warships to search mer-
chant ships from both countries suspected of carrying illegally traded slaves abroad.
The Mixed Comunissions for the suppression of the transatlantic slave trade, set up
in Havana and Sierra Leone, were to determine the legality of these caprures. In the
event of a guilty verdict, the slaves found on board would reccive a certificate of

emancipation and would be handed over to the government on whose territory the

*This work has been done as part of research project HAR2009-07103, Diccionario biogrifico
espafiol de ministros de Ultramar, for the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation.
Translation of “En los bortosos confines de la libertad: Fl caso de los negros emancipados en
Cuba, 1817-18707; translated by Dale Tomich.
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